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1967 – 2017 : OUR WORLD OF FIRSTS OVER 50
YEARS
ON 16 November 1966 Reverend EC Kriel was elected
as the first chairperson of
Ermelo CMR. Shortly thereafter, on 17 January 1967
Miss Arina Olivier assumed
the position as the first social
worker to be employed by
the branch.
They established the first office in the
Stolp building, comprising of
2 rooms, with R15 a month
as rental fees. In 1983 the
office was moved to the
Dutch Reformed Church,
where we established ourselves nicely, and this has
remained our office location
ever since. The very first
vehicle bought for the CMR
was a 1967 Volkswagen
Beetle from Hamilton Motors for an amount of
R1,283. This little bug was
sadly scrapped after it was
involved in an accident,
which meant the social

worker had to use their own
vehicle and was reimbursed
at 10c per mile. Since its
establishment, Ermelo CMR
has the same Post Office
Box, and the same bank
account number. The first
donation made to the CMR
was from the local Municipality for an amount of
R100. Over the 50 years of
existence, Ermelo CMR has
employed approximately 50
social workers, fell under 5
supervisors and has had 4
directors.

Highlights for Ermelo include the Children’s Home
in 2009, US Aid Project and
Isibindi.
Current personnel of CMR
Ermelo

Pretoria presented a Digital
Marketing Course to CMR
personnel. It was evident
that one must have a clear
idea of your target reach
with digital marketing, as
there are so many platforms
to choose from.
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“Blessed is the season
which engages the
whole world in a conspiracy of love.”
― Hamilton Wright
Mabie

Marketing training
Loving Thy Neighbour from

Inside this issue:

The platforms to use have
an extensive reach:

 Google – 2.2 Billion
 Facebook – 1.9 BillionWhatsApp – 1.1 Billion

 YouTube 1.1 Billion
 Instagram – 600 Million

 Tumblr – 550
 MillionLinkedIn

– 467
Million
 Twitter – 320 Million
 Pinterest – 250 Million
 Snapshot – 300 Million
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PARTY AT KOSMOS CHILDREN’S HOME
Miss Michelle Fick turned 40 and she
decided that she needed to do something special for her birthday. She organized with Kosmos children’s home
to have a birthday party and off they
went and had a
wonderful working
party with lots of
paint, gifts and
cake. Thank you
Michelle for your
brilliant idea.

GOODBYE MIEMIE
A GRATEFUL MOMENT
It is with mixed feelings that I would like
to say something to my colleagues
After 33 years with CMR the time has
come to say goodbye and to start something new.
Firstly I would like to thank our loving
God for His calling that day in the career guidance class in grade 10. As I
paged through the booklet, I saw
"social work", paged on and came
back. I didn't have an idea what it was
about and didn't know anybody being
a social worker. But I KNEW - this is
what I was destined for. With all its ups,
downs and tense moments, it was a
wonderful experience.
Then I would like to thank CMR. When
I did my practical for a month as student
at CMR Pretoria in the time of Dr. J.F.J.
(Joos) Hattingh, I felt like coming
home. I KNEW it would be CMR for
me. I had the privilege of being the first
social worker of CMR Carolina. All in all
I worked for seven years at Caro-

lina. Two of these years were as secretary! (When raising our pre-school
kids.) Then as social worker at CMR
Ermelo for eleven years and back to
Carolina for a further fifteen years. This
is where I am today.
When I look back, I would also like to
thank my colleagues, the team in our
office, as well as all the rest of you, for
acting as one big team. I would also
like to thank our clients and our project
and group members - I learnt so much
from you.
I would like to thank CMR Mpumalanga
for everything you do and being involved with us. I would like to thank my
supervisors, currently Sonja van Niekerk,
for your much appreciated guidance
and support. I would also like to thank
the managements of Ermelo and Carolina, currently ds. Thinus Prinsloo, for
good management and pleasant working circumstances. I was able to live
according to two important values for
me - respect and stewardship (taking
care of people and things/property)
AND to be caring with compassion!

Thanks to Chimén Vermeulen for
taking over - may you enjoy your
career! May God bless you all!
Miemie van Niekerk
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‘67 SECONDS IN LIMPOPO

“What counts in life is not the mere fact that we have lived. It is what
difference we have made to the lives of others that will determine the
significance of the life we lead.” – 90th birthday celebration of Walter
Sisulu, Walter Sisulu Hall, Johannesburg,18 May 2002

adoptions
Mr and Mrs *Mabena applied to be adoptive parents in 2015. After adopting their
eldest child, they felt they could give a
home to a second child. They applied at the
CMR and after being approved, the wait
began for their precious baby. On 17 November 2017 a baby boy was placed with
them. They could not get enough of gazing
at this perfectly beautiful boy.
* Names have been changed to protect the

identities of the adoptive parents and child

Thank you to our donors for 2 017


Minta—Best prices in town



Midway Hotel—Overnight facilities



Tuindienste—Removing garden refuge



MSC Simphonia—Donating prize for raffle



Beltco— Illuminated sign board



Florance—Supervisors Wellness



Titon Security



Anonymous donors donating the following:
*

Money

*

Clothes

*

Stationery

*

Food

Watch this space for upcoming
events
WIN!WIN!WIN!
To the
benefit of
our Cherish
our children
fund!
Presented by:
CMR Mpumalanga
013 243 4776
Amanda Badenhorst
<sekrm@cmroos.co.za>

Buy a ticket for R30
at any CMR office!
Closing date: 1 January 2018
Why?
To make a difference in
children in need’s lives!
Sponsored by:

Cmr day—1 june 2018
CMR Mpumalanga is planning a day to remember at the schools in Middelburg. Each child will
be able to dress in their best and receive a sticker to show their support towards CMR.
PHOTO’S IN NEXT ISSUE

