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“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life 
by what we give”

OUR MANDATE: 
Restoring God’s love to the “world”, 

through social work services by protecting and 
strengthening children, 

families and communities.

The purpose of this newsletter is to share what we are busy with as CMR Mpumalanga.
With this news we hope to be more visible, to inform, to have timely and helpful information.
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This is really a very difficult and 
insecure time for all of us. We are 

confronted with extreme poverty—hunger 
people! CMR Mpumalanga 

has secure structures that can assist to 
provide in the needs of the most 

vulnerable. It is also 
a time that we just cannot close our eyes 

for the needs of our neighbour. 
That will destroy 

communities and a nation. 

“Remember that 
the happiest people are not those getting 

more, but those giving more”

CMR's response on CoVit19 – shelter for the homeless

CMR Ermelo, led by their supervisor, Sonja van Niekerk, work together with a multi-disciplinary team (Msukaligwa 
municipality disaster management team, SAPS, DSD, CMR Mpumalanga and CMR Ermelo, Department of Health and Health 
workers and Churches and community members and businesses donating towards the needs) to provide people living on 
the street with a safe place to stay and decent living during the 21 days lock down period.  As strange and new as it was for 
the beneficiaries, so was it for the team service providers.  To get things running, role-players met every morning to plan for 
the day ahead and to think creatively on how to deal with challenges.  What initially felt like chaos was all worked out 
through hours of dedicated work from all stakeholders, support from church groups who voluntarily donated food and 
prepared meals despite their own preparations for the lock-down and spontaneous contributions from the community 
towards the needs of the people in the shelter e.g. most needed toiletries, clothes and cleaning materials.  Intensive 
education was done daily regarding the CoVid19 virus that turned the whole world upside-down.  Though, the biggest 
problem they experienced is the withdrawal from drug dependency. Team members of the Health Department played a 
crucial and selfless role in this. They provided intensive medical services and service the shelter for 8 hours daily. In 
collaboration with DSD, CMR and volunteers, information was also given on addiction and withdrawals and people were 
supported and motivated for rehabilitation.  Individual counselling started as trust was built. On Day 1, 27 March, 
55 people was admitted at the shelter.  Since then some have sadly left to continue their way of living on the street and use 
of substances. The 25 that are now left are committed to use this period to detox and go for rehabilitation and hopefully to 
be reunited with their families.  After-care services and support to them will continue by social workers of CMR and DSD.

'For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in 
prison and you came to me.  And the King will answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did it 
to one of the least of these  my brothers, you did it to me.'

Mathew 25: 35, 36 & 40
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