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OUR MANDATE:
Restoring God’s love to the “world”,
through social work services by protecting and
strengthening children,
families and communities.

The purpose of this newsletter is to share what we are busy with as CMR Mpumalanga.
With this news we hope to be more visible, to inform, to have timely and helpful information.
STORY OF HOPE CMR DIPHAGANE JUNE 2020
CMR - it's an abbreviation which stands for Christelik Maatskaplike Raad. In English it means
the Christian Social Council. It is an NGO funded by Department of Social Development to
assist in rendering its generic services, which covers all social work methods: Case Work,
Group Work and Community Work. These services are aimed at developing and empowering
the communities. CMR employs qualified social workers and social auxiliary workers to assist
in rendering the above services. I'm Mojalefa Josephine Phahlamohlaka and was employed
by CMR Limpopo to render social work services mentioned above on 2017.05.15 till to date.
I find joy in assisting people of different ages and in seeing them happy.
After it was reported to me that there's an old lady aged 70 years refusing to apply for an old
age grant because of honoring her ancestors' instructions, I took a decision to conduct a
home visit on the 08th of June 2020 in order to assess her living conditions. During the
interview, she explained that she has no children and was never married to any man.
The old lady never mentioned the issue of ancestors but instead indicated that she wasn't
aware that she qualifies for an old age grant. I then explained the importance of the grant
and that I can even accompany her to SASSA offices for application purposes. She agreed to
be accompanied to SASSA on the 09th of June 2020. On the 09th she woke up very early and
could manage to honor the appointment time. Her application was processed and became
successful. She'll receive her first grant on the 3rd of July 2020.
The old lady was very happy that she'll no longer live in poverty. She indicated that she'll be
able to buy grocery and pay for home necessities such as burial society. She further indicated
that she thanks God for sending me to assist:
“You are really an angel from the Lord, may He bless you abundantly” (these were the last
words from the old lady's mouth).

Covid-19 : changes in the role and
services of the social workers:
Roles of the professionals changed a lot:
- Back to the basic need of the community
- Innovative ways of rendering services
- Virtual meetings/supervision
- Safe offices and protocols for services
towards communities and clients
- Support with the huge workload and stress
- Remote management trainings and
supervision.

Donation of
sanitizer

Distribution of food parcels

I felt very proud of bringing change in someone’s life and that my intervention had a
positive impact.

“When we go to Him in prayer, He gives us hope and strength to handle the impossible”
-Shane DeCreshio.
You have within you, right now, everything you need to deal with whatever the world can throw at you.

